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Fire Symbol of Faith in Jowang
(god of Kitchen)

Hyeon—Jeong Kwak Gil-Ja Han

Department of Clinical Chungnam Dasarang School

Medical Science, Graduate
School of Health and
Welfare, Dankook University

Fire has been an object of great reverence and been sacred in human history because it is
regarded as having purification to burn wickedness, injustice, and corruption and cleansing
filthy things. This study explores fire god and fire symbol shown in Korean, Japanese, and
Chinese faith in Jowang (God of kitchen), and examines fire symbolism appeared in
sandtray in the perspective of analytical psychology. Jowang, or fire god, has a different
name, and house guardian deities have a different place in Korea, Japan, and China.
Jowang has long been served as a house guardian deity who is closest to people in
everyday life, taking care of family's safety and children, and managing lifespan and luck.

When a fire is combined with emotional state of person, it becomes simhwa or wrath
burning inside. Simhwa is an enraged fire (complex) which is not able to be managed. It is
aggressive and destructive, and becomes depression and hwa—byung. Transformation of
fire displayed in sandplay therapy shows that a negative complex of client had been

transformed.

Key words - Fire, Jowang (God of kitchen), house guardian deity Simhwa,
Sandplay therapy
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